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Purpose

Hear how rural Illinois physicians and 

hospital administrators see the issue of 

medical liability insurance, especially 

recent premium increases

Obtain reports on premium increases and 

their impacts on practice and access

Gauge their perceptions of proposed 

policy alternatives



Motivation

Limited published research that focuses on the 

impact of medical malpractice liability in rural 

areas

Reasons to expect the impact in rural to be 

different than in major metro areas

ïLimited access to begin with in rural areas

ïLower levels of reimbursement

Some research evidence (for example Berenson 

et al.) showing impacts of increasing med mal 

premiums on continuity of care and patient 

choice



Methods

Convenience sample of ñsentinelò rural 
Illinois hospitals from northern, central, 
and southern Illinois

A mix of practice arrangements ïsolo 
practice, physician owned groups, 
physicians employed directly by hospital

CAHs, FQHCs, other private or not-for-
profit health care systems

46 surveys from 6 hospitals were returned
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Respondent (n=44)
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Number of Years in Medical Practice 

(n=40, all physicians)
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Number of Years Respondent Has Lived 

in this Community (n=39)
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Agree that Medical Malpractice is a 

Concern for You? (n=46) 


